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OF THE 


Mr. Hin SryeRiry, Fog 


Havi NG been one of thoſe who ſigned the 
requiſition for this meeting, I think it my duty 
to ſtate the grounds upon which I have been in- 
duced to be any ways inſtrumental in giving you, 
Sir, and the county this trouble. I am perſuaded 
there lives not a man in this kingdom, that has a 
family of children, to whoſe future well being 


he looks forward with all the anxiety of fatherly 


s 


* 


affection, nor that has a ſtake of real property 
in it, but what muſt feel his mind full of alarm 


2 
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and apptchenfion on the preſent proſpeet of pub- 
lic affairs. It exceeds the utmoſt ken of human 
underſtanding to foreſee the full extent of thoſe 


miſchiefs which hang over our heads, and the 


lengths to which public confuſion and diſtraction 


may carry us. We have ſeen the buſineſs of the 


nation at a ſtand by a war of one of the three 
eſtates of the realm againſt the other two; the an- 
nals of this kingdom could never, till this hour, 


produce an inſtance, when the vexation of a fallen 


Miniſter could impede the ordinary movements of 


the great machine of government, and ſtop up the 


fources of its vigour and its ſtrength. Whilſt ic 
was a mere ſquabble for places and penfions 
amongſt the poor Great, I was content to look on 
as a quiet ſpectator; but when I ſee diſappointed 
ambition ready to go all lengths, rather than not 
ſatisfy its own greedineſs, I proteſt, I think, in 

| _ conſcience and in duty, Gentlemen of indepen- 
dence and property are bound not to ſit idle and 
unconcerned. The diſpute | is no longer between 
Miniſter 
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Miniſter and Ex-miniſter, but it is between a ſub- 


ject and his Sovereign; it is a diſpute between 
him who is tearing down the very ſhield of liber- 
ty, hilft be is ſmoothly talking in her praiſe ; 
and who, whilſt he poſſeſſed the power of his 
Sovereign, was turning that power to his undoing. 


I ſay, it is a diſpute between him and that Sove- 


reign himſelf; that Sovereign, who, if piety, if | 


virtue, if the moſt paternal affection for his peo- 
ple, might be allowed to weigh againſt profligacy, 
ſelf-intereſt, and vaunting words, which mean | 
nothing, ought to be eſtabliſhed in the hearts of 
his ſubjects. It is a diſpute, whether one man of 
ambition inſatiable, ſhall trample, uncontrolled, 
upon all, or whether a truly patriot King, the juſt 


and lawful Sovereign of his realms, ſhall meet with 


chat ſupport he deſerves, and bas an undoubted 


right to, from a grateful and. loyal people. If 


the King makes a bad uſe of the power committed 


to his charge for the public good, there are never 


wanting jealous eyes to watch him; there are 
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never wanting bold ſpirits to withſtand him : and, 
God forbid that I ſhould ever live to ſee the day 


when ſuch ſhall be wanting; but I cannot but 


think there is much more to fear from the demo- 


cratic influence than from the regal, in the pre- 
ſent ſtate of this kingdom; and the liberty of 
the people is ever, eventually, as much endangered, 
by the people's encroachment on the rights of che 
Crown, as by the Crown's encroachment on the 


rights of the people; for when once lawful autho- 


rity is pulled to the ground, tyrannous uſurpation 


Joon takes its place, There is a political monſter | 


of A novel kind, to which the barefaced dæmon 


| of ſelf-intereſt has given birth, from which we 


may, in a great meaſure, derive the deluge of 


evils with which we are threatened : a monſter | 
compoſed of the moſt heterogeneous particles, of 
Whig and Tory, of High Church and No Church, 
of Renegade Jacobites, and levelling Republicans. 
This monſter is dignified with the name of 


Coalition : ſp: will not enter on that ſcandalous | 


deſertion 


deſertion of conſiſtency, principle, honaur and 
conſcience, which bas cemented that ſtupendous 
formation; but I will Gill: indulge a wiſh, that 
uardian [Hauſe of - the People will yet for- 
to clothe this: hideous hydra in ſteel, not 

ſbarpen its claws, as to cnable it to faſſen on 
and to mangle that moſt beautequs fabric of 
Soremmment, which eyery lubjeRt, from 


his birth, is juſtiy taught to 1Joye, and adore. 
But what was one of the fi horn children of 
tþis.monſter?! The moſt infamous, the moſt; dary 


* 


ing, the moſt iniquitous, bill. chat it eyer gnfeged 
into the heart of man to dexiſe s n hill, which 
advanced with a dagger in one hand, and a bowl 


of poiſon. in the other; a dagger Which aimed 

deaths wound at che deareſt. rights, of free 
citizens, the i charter of one. of the. | corporate 
bodies of the land, and a bowl of poiſon full 
of - deadly: ingredients, inſidiouſty conveying 4 
malignant poiſon which was 10 corrodes to ſapz 
to deſtroy the very vitals af ,Rayal- authoti 
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Such were the benefits which others were to 


receive from this bill. But what was the benefit 


its right honourable Patron himſelf was to re- 
worthy the ſon of the great public defaulter f 


; unaccounted millions. Will any man pretend to 
may, that the liberties of this country would not 


®.. 
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if any miniſter, let him be who 
| he will, were poſſeſſed of ſuch a patronage as 
this? Will any man pretend to ſay, that it is 
poſſible to aſſemble five hundred perſons as a 


_ Houſe of Commons in this country, of ſuch pure 


add immaculate virtue, that two millions f 
y, judiciouſly diſſeminated amongſt them 
and their friends, without hurting their nice and 
tender feelings, would not have its ſure and 
certain effect? Had the Eaſt-India bill, brought 
in by this right honourable gentleman, ſucceeded, 
the fortreſs of his ambition would have been 
built on 2 rock, immoveable, impregnable. I 


truſt, oy it never will; but that, tottering on 
the ſandy foundation of fallacious declamation, 
it will fall with deſerved ruin to the ground, 


Had not the ſpirit and diſcernment of the Houſe 


of Lords interfered, we ſhould have ſeen this 
Indian deſpot of the Houſe of Commons exalted 
into the real, entire, uncontroulable governor 
over all, whilſt the royalty and peerage would 
have become mere ſhadows and forms. I am 


not ignorant that it is now faid, by ſome of the 


right honourable gentleman's friends, that the 
venom and ſting of the India bill are taken away 
by the patronage being given up; but I will alk, 
why did they ever exiſt? I am ſurpriſed that 
_ gentlemen can be amuſed by ſuch a late, ſuch an 


- extorted conceſſion as this, and give any ſupport. 


to a man who could dare to offer a bill to be | 


| paſſed into a law, which was armed with ſuch 


a ſting, which conveyed ſuch a venom. We owe 


it not to the right honourable gentleman that 
the bill did not ſucceed with al its ſting, with 
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1 its venom in it, 1 know it is alſo d. Arat 


che wontſter, Coalition, is extiti&; 1 Would ts 
Gold ĩt were. One of 1 its limbs Nas, indeed, con- 


feſſed its own putridity, and humbly offered It= 
TIF for amputation; but ſtill its power lives, its 
ſpiric ſtill operates, and unleſs the uhwieldy beaſt 


itſelf is bound in conſtitutional chains, our deli- | 


veranice is as far off us ever. I well perceive, 
and I perceive it with ſorrow; that there are not 

wanting gentlemen of worth, of integrity; oP - ins. 

dependence unqueſtionable, who think well ef 
the conduct and intentions of the right honour: 
able gentleman who brought in the India bill; 
vot let their worth, their independence, their in. 
tegrity be What it will, jet them beware of the 
baneful influence of party heat, whilſt chey dwell » 
in its meridian; which fo infeaſibly warps the 
ftlrongeſt minds. Let them bewale of the falei- 


 nating' power of eloquence; which; with torrent. 
Hike rapidity, bears away the ſtrong mounds of 


reaſon and underſtanding. Let them coolly, in 


„„ . their 
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7 their cloſets: weigh meaſüres and their | conſe? 
quences, and conſider what little faith is due to 
che ptofeſſions and declarations | of men, wh 
have, in the moſt palpable manner, conttadicted 
their own ſtrongeſt aſſeverations and ſertfiments, 
I declare to you, Sir, if I had nofead-[yme tare 
publications containing what Nag y- belive t 
be faithful extracts of the ſpeeches -&f Krtain 
leading men, I could not have believed chat 


human nature, bad as it is, was become ſo proſti- 


4 


rute and ſhameleſs, as" that men of rank and abi- 


| Hity could be ſo loft to all the decotums of public 
credit and reputation, as to utter in the great 
a ſcſemblies of the nation ſuch diſgraceful ſelfe inte- 
deeſied recantstibns of their OA words. I confels, 
| that, though 1 admire the artful ingenuity with 

which theſe thitigs are attempted to be explained | 
away by the right honourable orators, I am per- 
fectly aftonilhed that honeſt men can be deceived 
by it. Let gentſemen, whis wich to give ſtability 
to their Propetef," and to band it down, Ike 
kaithful 
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faithful Nlewards, undiminiſhed, to their poſterity, 
conſider what dangerous do&rines have been 
broached in theſe our days. Have we not been 
told, that a Charter, which every man uſed. to 3 
| look upon as the moſt ſacred ſecurity, is nothing = 
{4 but a piece of parchment with a ſeal dangling to 
| | iQ? If this great lawyer, who uttered this novel = 


IF 


FFF 
A OI I ”_ as * ad & 
Mag pore N 


FE 
2 -obaw — 
ON ON IE TER IO TE drones bene e g FR 0 hs 


— « 

#242 lp". bh 
co ths i ry reds oy, 
IIs. 


axiom, was diſpoled to make as free with our 


perſons as our properties, I preſume, his good will | 
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and pleaſure would, in ſportive fancy, and with 


> 0 "4 


equal feeling, deſcribe a gallows as nothing but 
2 piece of wood with a man's body dangling to It. 
I ſhould be glad to aſk, what other ſecurity have 
we either for our public or private rights, but 
theſe ſaid pieces of parchment ? What are wills, 


what are family ſettlements, what is Magna 
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ſeals dangling to it? When the bold partizans of 


a faction ſcruple not to advance ſuch doctrines as 

theſe, it is enough to call forth the moſt indo- 

lent, the moſt quiet man from his fire-ſide, to 
bear 
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| ſo facred;/ but what 
for cheir own private ends; and that it is high 
time for all honeſt men to be alarmed, and to 
ſhew their determination to ſupport the King and | 
Conſtitution againſt the moſt dangerous encroachs 
ments that have ever been attempted | ſince the 
Revolution. All the ſophiſtry of argument has 
been ſubtilized, all the thunder of eloquence has 
been exerted, in order to make this nation be- 5 
lieve, that thoſe perſons are the trueſt friends to : 
the conſtitution, who in the mad paroxyſm of a 
hungry queſt after power, are ſhaking the very 
firmeſt pillars of it. Are we poor country folks 
ſuch fools, that we cannot ſee if a three-legged 
ſtool is out of order, it is never the way to 
make it ſtand firmer by paring 8 planing 


away two of its legs, and making the third as 
high, or as big again, az it ought to be? 
That the rights and liberties of this nation are 
guarded by the Houſe of Commons, is certainly 


4 : - moit 


ons © 
moſt true; hut, if ever, under pretence of guard; 
ing thoſe liberties; hen in reality they: are not in 


| danger, 2 violent encroachment i 18 made on the 
other two branches of the Legiſlature, I ſhall al- 


ways think there is imminent hazard to the ſtate: 
let the dreary page of our own hiſtory: inform us; 
what kind of advantage this kingdom obtained; 


' when it was under the domination of one of the 


three eſtates of the realm abſorbing the other two. 
Was ever tyranny greater than was exerciſed when 
the great leaders in Parliament, ſucceſsful in war 
25 io faction; had voted the Houſe of Lords uſe- 
leſs; and mutdered their ſovereign? Let thoſe ho 


love their country conſider, whether ſome men are 


dot now-a- days making large ſtrides towards the 
intrqduction of theſe hotrors ; let them read, and 
gemble to tead, that, in that period of hiſtory of 
which-I ſprak, the Parliament, when they had 
Aloud the ſupreme rule, "exerciſed thoſe illegal 
powers, of which; by the Petition of Right, they 


had deptived their kipg in the moſt vexatious and 
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oppreflive manner; I am not entering into the 


| queſtion how far the provocations and injuries the 


people had received juſtified the proceedings of 
thoſe days, I only wiſh to obſerve, that the moſt 
fatal miſchiefs aroſe from one branch of the Le- 
giſlature excluding the other two from their due 
propertion and balance*of power. Far be it from 


me to entertain or to utter the leaſt idea of diſ- 


reſpect towards the preſent Right Hon. Houſe, I 


would only humbly beg the ſanguine advocates fot 
the ſupreme authority of a majority of that Houſe 
to look back to former times, and pauſe a little, 


before they daſh us into extremities, —lIf it is found 


conſtitutional doctrine to advance, that none but 


the Miniſter, who has the confidence of the Houſe 
of Commons is fit to be Miniſter, the kings prero- 


gative of appointment is virtually taken away, and 


it is in effect placing the whole weight of autho- 


rity in one of the three eſtates of the realm; for 


What is the confidence of che Houſe of Commons, 


but a majority; fg that if this point is once gained, . 
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the would-be Miniſter, who can procure a mas 
jority, by means of rotten boroughs, and a cer- 
tain ſecret influence of promiſed peerages and pro- 
miſed places, much more dangerous to the ſtate 

than that pretended ſecret influence which has 

been raiſed into ſuch a bugbear of party: he, 1 
ſay, Sir, will become Miniſter Plenipotentiary, and 
perpetual, till it ſhall pleaſe the Almighty to de- 
liver the nation from him. It is plain with what 


tranſcendent pre-eminence the Ex-miniſter attempts 


to tower above his Sovereign, by magnifying the 


weight, the importance, the dignity, the ſupre- 


macy of a majority of the Houſe of Commons, of 


which he did not always ſpeak in terms of ſuch 


high reſpect; when, if we may truſt the public 


accounts, we ſee the return our moſt gracious 


King has met with, when condeſcending to come 


down from the high ſeat of regal authority, he has 


been pleaſed with a truly patriotic anxiety for his 


people to endeayour to meet che wiſhes of his 


faithſul Commons to form a firm, efficient Admi- 


niſtra- 
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ranch : width are the made and bumble terms 


required of him bat his Miniſter ſhall reſign 


fore they will deign to treat of peace at all, and 


chat the Right Hon. Gentleman who has been dif 
_ miſſed from his Majeſty" $ ſervice for meaſures the 
moſt unpopular, moſt odious, and dangerous, 


ſhall have the whole arrangement of the new Ad- 


miniſtration, However that gentleman's rapid ta- 
lents may hurry us through the dazzling wilderneſs 


of eloquence, and cover his pretenſions with the 


faintly robe of moderation, no man can be ſuch 


a dupe to his profeſſions, as not to ſee that this 
is in plain words to ſay, Thou bearer of the name 


of King, acknowledge that you have done wrong 


in appointing any Miniſter but myſelf, or him 
whom I ſhall nominate; refign your Crown, your 
rights, your prerogatives implicitly to me; I only 


am wiſe, only am able; T only am the truly good, 


the virtuous friend of the conſtitution.“ Forming, 


Sir, the moſt truly diſintereſted, the moſt deliberate, 


and beſt judgment my poor abilities will permit 
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on the preſent view of public affairs, I am firmly 
| perſuaded, that the plain queſtion, ſtripped of 
all its guiſes, and reduced to ſimple truth, which 


agitates and threatens to tear this whole kingdom, 
is, Whether an individual ſhall talk himſelf into 

the poſſeſſion of an unlimited, unconſtitutional] 
power, through the medium of the Houſe of 
Commons, or whether the three eſtates of the 
realm ſhall be ſupported in their diſtin, juſt, 
legal, - conſtitutional, undoubted, undeniable 
rights, without uſurpation on each other? 


With theſe ſentiments, operating moſt forcibly 
on my mind, I cannot but wiſh that an Addreſs 
may go up from this country to our moſt gra- 
cCious Sovereign, to whoſe firmneſs and wiſdom 
this county owes a debt immenſe, I would wiſh 


it to go up to convince that aſpiring man, who 


has, with too daring an ambition, aimed at a 
moſt dangerous extent of power, that wonderful 
25 h learn are, and moſt cordially as every true | 
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patriot muſt wiſh to ſee them employed, properly 
- attempered, and wiſely regulated for his coun- 


try's good ; yet, that the ſubjects of Great Bri- 
tain's King will not tamely ſubmit to ſee the 
throne of theſe kingdoms- inſulted, nor the ſplen- 
dour of its authority eclipſed, whilſt the Prince, 
who occupies it, is no ways inclined to exert, 
beyond their due bounds, the ſalutary powers 
wich which the laws have entruſted him, I would 
have the right honourable gentleman be aſſured, 
chat there is a ſpirit of loyalty, as well as liberty, 
in this generous nation ; and that whatever may 
| have been his good fortune in obtaining, what 
he calls, the confidence of the Houſe of Com- 
mons, he neither poſſeſſes, nor does he deſerve to 
poſſeſs, the confidence of the people. But, Sir, 
as I would wiſh this Addreſs to appear what i 
really and truly in, & the ſpontaneous effect of 
loyalty to the King, and attachment to our moſt 
invaluable conſtitution, whoſe very being has been 
endangered by meaſures new and unconſtitutional, 


and 


6 
and which, I am well aſſured, have given ſerious 
alarm to the whole country. 1 have endeavoured 
fo to prepare that which 1 ſhall rake the liberty 
to offer to your conſideration, that its modera- 
tion and manifeſt tendency to ſupport the conſti- 
| rution, independent of all parties, may recom- 
mend it to the approbation of this country. I 
never was accuſed of adulation towards great 
men, and, I hope, I ſhall not on the preſent oc- 
caſion. I am neither friend nor enemy to the 
Miniſter who is in, nor the Miniſter wha is out, 
any farther than as they appear to me to be 
friends or enemies to the conſtitution. This only 
will I ſay, this country has tried two Miniſters“ 
of great abilities, and ſhe has not much to boaſt 
from eitherz a third is now upon trial, and, I 
think, it ſavors more of faction than of patriotiſm 
to caſt him out untried, unheard. I declare, 


in the moſt ſolemn manner, that I have had no 
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( 21 5 
communication with any party whatever, but 
with the concurrence of my very worthy friend 
on my right hand „ whom I look upon to be one 
of the firſt in independence, as he is in property 
in this country; together with a few others 


equally clear of all public connections, —I have 
been induced to a& on this occaſion from an 


affectionate and dutiful regard to my King and 
Country. I am of Opinion, that if thoſe, who 
are really and zraly country gentlemen, would 
ſtand forth at this time, and give a public decla- 
ration of their reſolutions to ſupport every branch 
of the Legiſlature in its juſt rights and prero- 
gatives, it would come with ſuch a weight, 25 
would overawe faction, and more marerially tend 
to heal the diviſions of party than any other 
meaſure . with this view, and this 


view only, I beg leave to propoſe, and to read 
the Addreſs which I have prepared. 


© Sir Edward Littleton, Bart. 


* 
Fo | 
* | 
1 
- . 
1 
1 
- — 
. 
b 
© 
12 
TOS: a 
oo $f ; 
55 | 
WA 
$5 
, 0 
* 
. s 
* | 
8 
* 2 N | 
5 
; 85 | 
' 
* 
. 
» 
L - 
* 
S 
= 
- * 
* 
N 7 * * K . 
| 1 
4 
o 
* n , | 
R% rr —— — 38 — — uh, is WD A oz * — —_— 0 o — * 1 — o - - — — — — a a> n * 5 5 — 1 _ / 
| r lk . 8 * bes r 5 8 —— | 1 


£0 


9 =? . ST 
8 f 


* 
4 LICE 


2 
75 . 
n | 
» | J 
e 
ones Fe NY 
„ 


5 >, 


